
Sixteen-year-old Melatie’s* future 
overflowed with possibilities. 

We first met Melatie in the living 
room of her small home in Indonesia. 
Our She Is Safe team was meeting 
with her mom’s Transformation 
Group. 

“What are your plans after graduating 
from high school?” we asked.  
Melatie beamed with excitement.  

“A businessman visited our village 
recently and told me I would make 
a great employee at their technology 
business in Malaysia,” she said.  “I 
want to go.”

Melatie had no idea what was really 
going on . . . but we did.

TRICKS OF THE TRAFFICKERS’ TRADE
In rural villages in places like 
Indonesia, a trafficker often poses as 
a job recruiter visiting a village. But 
he is really targeting impoverished 
families. He knows they need 

financial help. He finds a pretty girl 
just like Melatie. He tells her how 
smart she is and how she would do 
well in his company. He tells her how 
much money she could make, which 
would help her family. When she 
agrees to go, he pledges to give her 
family money to help them get by 
while they wait for her to send money 
from her first paycheck.

MELATIE HAD NO IDEA 
WHAT WAS REALLY GOING 
ON . . . BUT WE DID.

EMPOWERING WOMEN TO  
SPOT A PREDATOR
Thankfully, because of you and others 
who give so generously to support 
She Is Safe, our local co-worker was 
there to recognize the threat and 
interceded by offering Melatie other 
opportunities—advanced education, 
skills training and a local job—that 
would allow her to stay home. She

ESCAPE FROM THE CLUTCHES OF A  
TRAFFICKER: MELATIE’S STORY

New Life Update
HELP PROTECT VULNERABLE  
GIRLS AND WOMEN
40 million people worldwide are enslaved. 99% of  
those trafficked for sex are girls and women.

“THE GIRLS BEING TRAFFICKED ARE MOSTLY  
FROM POOR FAMILIES WHO THINK GIRLS ARE  
A BURDEN. ONCE SHE IS IN A BROTHEL, SHE IS  
FORCED TO WORK. SHE LIVES HER WHOLE  
LIFE WITH NO HOPE. HER CHILDREN WILL BE  
RAISED IN THE BROTHEL. MOST WOMEN DON’T  
WANT THE SAME LIFE FOR THEIR DAUGHTERS.”

   —She Is Safe coworker, India

She Is Safe works around the world to RESCUE and  
RESTORE young women from abuse and EQUIP them  
for self-sustaining life in Christ. 
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* She Is Safe uses representative names and photos to 
preserve the dignity and security of those we serve.

Read the rest of  
Melatie’s story  

YOUNG GIRLS LIKE 
MELATIE IN RURAL 
VILLAGES AROUND THE 
WORLD ARE VULNERABLE 
TARGETS OF HUMAN 
TRAFFICKERS.

PRAY for girls like Melatie that they receive 
prevention training before they become victims  
of predators.

LEARN more about sex slavery and other  
issues women and girls face globally at   
www.sheissafe.org/the-issue.   

JOIN us by becoming an Advocate. Go to  
www.sheissafe.org/engage to learn how to use your 
unique gifts and connections. You will learn how to 
begin an advocacy group in your area.

GIVE to help prevent more women and girls from 
becoming victims of sex trafficking. Prayerfully 
consider what you can give to help prevent, rescue  
and restore at-risk girls.

JOIN THE MOVEMENT

PLEASE GIVE A GIFT TODAY!



Michele M. Rickett 
Founder & CEO

“ I have come that they might have life, 
and have it more abundantly.” John 10:10

MELATIE’S STORY (continued) 

shared with Melatie and all the women gathered there 
how to be aware of predators and how to keep their 
daughters protected.

MELATIE’S STORY COULD HAVE  
ENDED TRAGICALLY
What if Melatie had said yes to the smooth-talking 
“recruiter”? The ending to her story would have 
been tragically different. She would have arrived in a 
Malaysian city ready to learn her new job and start her 
new life. And then suddenly, her personal documents 
were seized. She was drugged. Raped. Beaten. Ordered 
to start work as a sex worker in a brothel. Her life of 
horrors began. She was a sex slave. 

GIRLS LIKE MELATIE NEED YOUR HELP!
We hear often about the dramatic rescue of sex slaves 
and their harrowing escapes and long journeys toward 
healing and recovery. But wouldn’t it be better if rescue 
wasn’t needed? If restoration wasn’t needed? If girls like 
Melatie were never trafficked in the first place?

This is how human 
trafficking ends: By 
spreading the message 
of awareness far and 
wide.

Your gift today will 
help fund She is Safe 
projects around the 
world:

■  In northern Sumatra, 
you’ll help protect 60,000+ school children, as our 
teams share how to be safe from traffickers. 

■  Throughout Indonesia, every year, our teams host 
Sex Trafficking Prevention rallies to distribute 
information to thousands of young girls and women.

Please pray for girls like Melatie who are vulnerable 
to traffickers. God is using your generous giving to 
provide them with a safe future. But so many more  
girls still need help!

MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDER

INSPIRING CHANGE

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO USE YOUR CREATIVITY TO ADVOCATE 
FOR VULNERABLE GIRLS, LIKE HE DID FOR SUSAN? 
If so, find out more at “Join the Movement” on back page.

THANKS TO YOU AND 
OTHERS WHO GIVE SO 
GENEROUSLY, MELATIE’S 
FUTURE IS BRIGHT.

The world has taken notice. 
Human Trafficking is in 
the news, in books and in 
theaters. 

This month the United 
Nations publishes the 
Trafficking In Persons (TIP) 
Report. She Is Safe draws 

from this report to glean the most reliable information 
on places notorious for human trafficking, such as red- 
light districts and sex tourist destinations. 

Girls like Melatie can be easily enticed away from 
poverty with the promises of jobs and income—and 
sometimes with romantic proposals.

Your generous giving helps protect girls from being 
victimized by providing:

■  God’s view of their potential 
■  Anti-trafficking information and hotlines  
■  Vocational skills training 
■  Tools to start a business

Your support for this work has immeasurable value  
in the lives of girls and women who would otherwise  
be lured into the darkness of slavery. Instead, more 
girls like Melatie are lifted to dignity and freedom. 

Thank you for making all the difference,

Michele M. Rickett 
Founder & CEO

Horrified. Helpless. Two words Susan Rivell (left in 
photo below) used to describe how she felt when she 
first heard Michele Rickett speak about the plight 
of trafficked and abused women and girls seventeen 
years ago.

SUSAN IS SPURRED TO ACTION

That overwhelming feeling spurred Susan to action. 
She shared a simple idea with her women’s Bible 
study group at Christ Community Church in West 
Chester, PA—a jewelry exchange and sale. 

The first event, The Winter Sparkle Jewelry Sale, 
raised $5,000. Women enjoyed donating their gently 
used jewelry, knowing that the proceeds would help 
women and girls around the world. Since that time, 
the jewelry project has multiplied. It’s been so suc-
cessful that this year the group raised over $30,000, 
exceeding their multi-year goal of $100,000. 

A LABOR OF LOVE
For Susan, it has been a labor of love. “These girls are 
broken,” she says. “This is the only life many have 

ever known. They need to know there is more—the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. She Is Safe does this 
through prevention, rescue and restoration and in-
troducing girls and women to Christ.”

“ THESE GIRLS ARE BROKEN. THIS IS 
THE ONLY LIFE MANY HAVE EVER 
KNOWN. THEY NEED TO KNOW  
THERE IS MORE.”  

                 — Susan Rivell, She Is Safe Advocate

As Susan’s advocacy team shares their engaging 
model with other groups, she requests, “Please pray 
for those who would be open to our message. I 
encourage individuals and women’s groups to pray 
and ask God to show them creative ways they can 
raise awareness and support for the work of She  
Is Safe.”

Inspiring. Energizing. Two words to describe Susan 
and her simple idea that is changing lives. 


